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. fnslda the aprtmcpt  mqreJhim SO
miamesafterthefire-  _

* “WLtbthatamouxttof’nre,i~8
pretty .-n&h ‘-‘a - miracle angoge
lived.”  said firefighter  Rubm Usr-
temayor.  “The smoke mild ‘ve-
Muxlanyone~.  ‘.

f llffW& said the -tllc of the
blase redned under investigadcm.~
but aid it wg appakntly  aa+dexd
taL-

q&#@#@mother, her l-yearsld
daughter  and another woman  Iiv-
ing in the apmtment all escaqmd
safely.

“After t&p got out,  I went back
pIaksee2lrswwm oaPmgm32A

CH-

I. .

. ‘a-
_

. .

‘... :_

.-
. . .

)a_.

.-
. .. _

I .

; I

It

.

.

I’

I’

-!

.i
‘1

I i
6 .
i!

. #

I

: i .

I .
I *
. . .

.-i

.

i :
1:
!



; 4- 3-96 : 15:55  :ARSON A N D  F I R E  INVEST

~tlntmd &am Page 27A - * --
to the door to look for the boy tid

. bn Chief Tam Tanksley s~id.~~
. -About  ‘~0 ML, .firdght& id

got right ipdde, but thr smoke the tlecbnd&ry  apartment exdted-
knocked me back,” ha mid. ly or&ted an ambulance reudied.

F&e offictdls  jsid that either Ms. Then a *firefighter emerged with
~theotherwomu~ theZ~y.HewasrushedtoMethodist

carried out the l=yeam d Media  Center  nearby and later
. girl but that in the commotion m trumferred to Parkland. ’ ’ -. :
y___a!?  left behilld. 0 CIicials said

“Everybody thought ?vsryoa4‘  craw-led under a nm
had

rwas
else had him,” said Capt Jerry Port cowred with blankets and debrisi
ter. .

MS” told firefighter8
from the fire.

I “%Ve  had scoured the b&k two
that the boy wm still inside. They ’ bedmoms and were going  .over  the

- coold~‘t  find him during an fnfrfal apartment again wJxen  we found
search, conducted while the apart-
meat still wa9 on fire. _.

Mm,” Chief Tanksley said. Tt wm

’ The search amtimed after fire
v e r y  rewording.” *

Chief  Tank&ey  saias&

214+76708Sl;#  6

and other maideats waited outside
In 8x3 aptnmt complex court-

during thk fire, provided an escape .
for heat and smoke that otherwise

Ysrd. .
‘We hsvi we had a baby lnnlde,

cortldl  have killed him. the chief
ad.

spartarent  and damaged three’oth-
. e r  waits OfZicirls  s a i d  it catu~S

but we caldn~  find him,” mttal- Tble  f i r e  g u t t e d  w S W . 0 0 0  i n  Aamsge, 8
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INVESTIGATION  GUIDELINE

Attachment  A
DATA RECORDING SHEET FOR UPHOLSTERED  FURNITURE FIRES

(To be attached  to CPSC Form 782, Epidemiologic  Investigation Report
along with a copy of the Fire incident  Report)

Task Number Incident Date
. I

A. PRODUCT DESCjiiPTION:  W Sofa/Couch a Chair 0  S o f a  her I O t h e r

1. Was upholstered furniture slipcovered? I Yes 0 N o Q3 Unknown

2. Had it been reupholstered? II Yes 0 N o  @ U n k n o w n

3. Manufacturer/Distributor/Brand L1&&6& .

4. Purchased: !_r N e w - 1z’ Used @ Unknown

ff used, specify how obtained (e.g., garage sale, etc.)

5. Date Furniture Purchased: F u r n i t u r e  A g euv\ &pl@- 1-4c2)ci/loms

6. Standard Cenification Labeling; e.g.., UFAC or California standard: (Copy)

B. POINT OF FIRE IGNlTlON  ON FURNITURE,: Describe where fire staned on upholstered furniture.

/ Skirt / Seat cushion / Inside back G Inside arm .

0 B a c k 0 S i d e G Underside- G Crevice

0 Welt Cord /7 Tun _ lx Other 4kbdl4/

C. AGE (IN YEARS1  OF PERSON INVOLVED IN IGNITION (if appropriate):

/ LT 5 yrs. old I 5 -‘14 G 1 5 - 6 4 G 6 5  +

0. PRODUCT INVOLVED AS HEAT SOURCE: AND fYPE (Check):

t i g h t e r M a t c h Candle H e a t e r Fireplace a

( s p e c i f y  1Other

-
10 o f i i



If lighter, specify type: E Child-resistant fi Not child-resistant m Unknown

If matctr,  specify type: L’ Book / Box w Unknown

If heater, specify fuel source and distance from furniture:

/& ,hW Fuel sourceD i s t a n c e  f r o m  f u r n i t u r e/&&q ti

E. DETECTION OF FIRE.

7. Detector (smoke, heat, c.o.,  sprinkler) present?

1 yes 0 No ,a. Unknown

If yes, specify type:

a. Detecter  went off (alarmed)?

CrYYes L’ No g1 Unknown

aY. If no, do you know any reason why not: e.g., 6npOwefed.  fire too smail. etc.?

10. About how soon was the fire discovered after it started?

F .  VICTiM(S1

N u m b e r  o f  D e a t h s/ .. 0S-P Number of Injuries

G. Socio-Economic Data:

11. Education levei of head of household: l!JA&lv

L’ Less than high school I1 H i g h  schooii c Some Coilege

12. Total household income: h-&m--J

I LT 9 1 5 , 0 0 0 i $15,000 - $34,999 lz $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  f

13. Approximate home market value: _

$; Rent E O w n

General Description: Provide general description, inchding all other relevant factors and information
on the investigation form.



t

2. INVESTIGAIOR’S JD 3. OFFiCE  C O D E

VEjATD YR 8:,oD*yJ  EEitJ;;E:
i. SYNO?SlS  OF INCJDENT  OR COMPLAINT
Lee people were treated for smoke inhalation when
3e ignited an upholstered couch with an open flam gas gnll llgh r

~~!xffoma~thatwsstart&bya3y~~

\

\
.I,

-.-

5/

7. L OCA TION 8.ClTY - 9. STATE

Zome 10 Bristol CT
IOA.  FiRST PRODUCT IlrA. TRADEBRAND NAME,  MODU  NUMBER,  MANUFACTURER  & ADDRESS

-.

;as grill lighter 1 2 4 7 U&UOWll
.

rO8. SECOND PRODUCT

much
c

-. - --- ‘r’:f.  TRADUBRAND  NAME,  MODEL  NUMBER,  MANUFACTURER  4 ADDRESS. _.
. ,I.

O 6 * O ,FO”
“1 - -_ -’

12. AGE OF V/CT/M 13. SEX 14. DlS?OStTlON 7 5. INJURY D/A GNOSIS
0 0 3 male 1 treated & released 0 1 anoxia 6 5

16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT1SI 18. INVESTIGATION  TYPE 19. T./ME SPENT

tiPa 85 firemarshal 3 telephone 2 0 4. 0

20. Al7ACHMEWTS 2 1. CASE  SOURCE 22. REVlmED  BY
ndtiple 9 fire dept. 0 1 8 9 6 9 j$ fij $!I$

23.  PERMISSION TO DfSCL OSE NAMES (NON-NE&:  CASES  ONLY)

ZPSC  MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME __ CPSC MAY NOT’DISCLOSE MY NAME x
24. NARRATIVE {See lnsttuctionr on Pago 2) 25. REGIONAL  DIRECTOR  REVIEW DATE

3*/f-74

.
(USE ADOKIONAL  SHEETS  IF NECESSARY)



PRE-ACCIDENT

A 3 l/2

960220CNE5072

year old male had a history of playing with a gas .
grill lighter which was nolrmally kept on top of a microwave oven
on the kitchen counter. T'he lighter had an open flame and an
on/off switch. He lived with his family on the first floor of a
three-family house. The age of the lighter is unknown.

On February 16, 1995 at 8:00 AM, the child was in the living
room near a six foot sleeper sofa that was upholstered. His
mother was in the shower, and his grandmother was sleeping.

ACCIDENT

The child's mother c,ame out
that the livingroom was on fire.
child, and they escaped from the
over from the fire.

POST-ACCIDENT

.

of the shower and discovered
She woke her mother, found her

house. The livingroom flashed

It was determined that the child started the fire by
igniting the end of the couch with the gas grill lighter. The
lighter was found after the fire on a table in the hallway and
had last been seen in the Ikitchen. Chairs were found in close
proximity to the microwave oven where the lighter was normally
stored. Attached to the fire report, is a sketch of the room
where the fire occurred.

The family members were taken to the hospital to be treated
for smoke inhalation. They were treated and released. The
apartment is not habitable due to the fire.

piece
The gas grill lighter has been thrown away, however, a small
of fabric from the remains of the couch was sent to FOER by

the fire marshal. There were no other remains of the couch.

No product identification is available.

96-800-1620 consists of the piece of fabric from the couch.

ATTACHMENTS

l- Fire report
. .

2- C/R 96-800-1620



RODUCT INCIDENT  REPORT

B
(H8m.l fwiw@E OF REP”” f”

Fire Marshal

_Bristol FD, 181 N. Main St. Bristol, CT 06010

6. DESCRIBE ACCtDENT SrrUA T/ON  OR HA2ARD. INCLUDING DATA ON UWURIES.  &ko aacond p-8 if nmcu,ary.)
i 3 l/2 year old male started a-fire with an open flame gas grill lighter. A sofa bed
ignited. The livingroom where the sofa was flashed over. There were no deaths but the
child, his mother, and his grandmother who were home at the time, were taken to the
hospital for smoke inhalation. The child had a history of playing with the lighter. No
product identification on the lighter or sofa is available. \

9. DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
sofa-and gas grill lighter

70. BRAND NAME
unknown

11. MANUFACTURERLDISTRl8~OR  NAME, ADDRESS C PHONE
unknown.

14. WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED OR MODIFIED?
Y E S  [ 1 NO [ ] IF YES, BEFORE  OR AflER THE INCJDENT?
DESCRJBE:  destroyed in fire

16. DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

FT; NAMT~~&;o;;ATHw7  l;;o~;T-;;N~~;
ISTRATION  U S E

20. DATE RECEIVED 21. RECETVED  BY (Name 4 Offh)
2/20/96 Beverly Kohen (FOER)

23. FOfLO W-UP ACTION 24. PRODUCT CODE(S)

~&i?i-P#P~

26. DISTRIBUTION 26 ENDORSER’S NAME & T/tLE

for WP Windowr~931UiP  LTaerjet  III lo/931
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O n  F r i d a y  February l&,x 1996 a t  0803  hoi.-l.rz t
Depat-tment  was not.ified of .q stt~ctctut~e fit-e .a t

.=, . . ., .Y - a- 0: p .-' r-. t i- .'.
i " .. '

I.2 &y;.  .:- ;.yi i-1 e,j + :'. I',  i, , F' e f 17 un d i -- < 1. - - i ~3 ;_

1 i-j ,z
-

'1' ;. y-.  p . :> r-r:, : :.~lectr~.i.Cal  lamp o n  $3 tatrle at the  c,oc!th 2T.d oi the

cJuch  h a d  its b u l b  e l e m e n t  e::.:ter!dirlg  towat%d  t h e  c o u c h .  T h e  intetqior
f i n i s h  o f  t h e  1  iving :‘oom WEIS: c e i  1  ing - sheett~ock, f 1 0 c-. 7’ -
h a r d w o o d ,  w a l l s  - panel j ng over’ w o o d  l a t h  a n d  p l a s t e r .  A J;z..~  gt*i l l e
lighte?  W.&S f o u n d  o n  t o p  of-z. tht-ee f o o t  h i g h  cak~:iet  next t o  a
laundt-y  b a s k e t  containing  clrxthe5,  the cabinet  was located  in the
ini:,eri.cit- apat~tn;en:;  i-.+1 1:4ay, I.aJh  ich  connected the d  inn i  rig r’oom,
bedt-ooms,  b a t h r o o m ,  a n d  k i t c h e n .  F’hotograph  t a k e n  <some c l o t h i n g  VJ~S
r-emoted fr-om the lavridrq>l basket prior% ‘-.z phutogt-aph  t a k e n )  . T h e  O N  i
O F F  s w i t c h  o n  the’cl’ightw w3.s i n  t h e  GIN posit.ion,  t h e  lighter
i g n i t e d  o n t h e  f it-.c,t  tt-i;;get- p u l l .  NO signs of rar-eless smokinq  bJa.S

f IZl !.-I, l-r (.' r :‘iatChE?5  wer-.e f rJ!-!fi(j r~ri top af t h e L:: i tchen  mlc:r-0  w.:.. ,.e .~.j.ia,--ls~
vJi t h  ottiet- t h i n g s ,  i.z:-tt  no 93~ gt’i.1 le lighter’ w a s  f o u n d .  F’hotogjra.ph
t A i:: E I’; . F; C::i tehen table a n d  c’hai  t’s WEI-’  - i q close  ptyo:.:imity  tc. tu _._
mi c PO WaVE. F’hrjt,zgrT.3ph,s  T a k e n , rC::etch  di’aLgl-;T  .~a5 gri 1 le 1 ightet-
ta.i: e n  f  t%om 51ze:7e. F :1 t-E I l-l ‘v’e5  t i 5 atot-s  o n the s c e n e  Wet-e Fit-e Mat-c,k;a.l
Cl -1=1-i is F i e r~ i , EFil  Fiar~er~t 13 I 1 SCG , and Detect iv.e Eodnqy Gat tawo 1 a..

T h e  cause o f  th i 5 f i r e  w i l l  b e  l i s t e d  2.5 c h i l d  plc.ying with .s.
gas  gr-i  1 le I. ightet-.

Heavy f i c-e damacje  snij smOke  damage  to t h e  fit-St f loot’? 5ome
f l a m e  d a m a g e  a n d  hiz~,.v~;/  EIT-II.-~~:~ damage to t h e  second  f loot*, t-l eaV)f 5 m 0 1:: e
damage to the thi t-d f laot-.
We~~ther  app  t-o:.:. 55 F, n o  appt.eciable  wind, i 3. j t- weather-. days.

OF/A:  48JACOE  ’
DENIS J. PIER1
FIRE MARSHAL
‘jE T C-l-f-II
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c ’ . rt of Brisk:~‘s
4, ’ makers.’ ‘.‘, . to1 Democrat,

for the mayor  and city coi;r.eil  to add t:le hcg;.t outside th’zone as long as they a.r&in,side  the
Ir!duStri~ parcel to the ei.tC.p5Se  XXX. citj-  zl?its,  1-Z: mzy said Jaipershad told him.

‘*‘XOU w-t to CR&~ an incentive for in- When he learned that, ‘. Ham.. said, he
vestment,“saidDiamantis.

Colapietro said businesses need more op.
: decided pursuing his ,idea to ;aaad,the.  GM
buildingto thezonewaspomtless.‘;:  . r _.+

tions for location, and adding the old GM “4. ,want to do. whatever’s necessary to
-plant, ~hicb closed list year, to the enter@se~~‘.&rket  that building,‘.’ Hamzpsa@. ;‘$ (
zone will sweeten the pot. ‘. A.

“We  need to give-some businesses some in-
’ f‘I!m not going to do it for~,my,~@$itical

centive tb ‘go ‘up the rather than ScrOUnging
g&Y’  Hamzy said. “If ‘it made sense-then  1
was gonna do it, but it didn’t make sense?!..~  _ : s_

around in- tbe”e&rprise  zone,” Colapietro  j i. : Bristol’s enterprise zone,.  :apP+oved..  last
saida ,a ;:. ’ .*. .* - ‘YS, :%-, libited to the downtown area; the -

But state Rep. Bill Hamy; “a Plymouh’-‘%West  adand Riverside Avenue - - . . -
. Republican, had doubts about the plan. ’ ’ + . :;.L Dia’maqtis  said he favors using-&e  enter-.

Hamzy said he had wanted to sponsor simi- prise zone over a straightgrant  because it is
& legislation; but checked with Shyama .a way to help businesses grow by gradually
Jaipershad, the state enterprise zone expe&  ’ increasingtheirtaxes.  ‘:. . I -. : .. . . . .
first. . ..’ ., :I ‘g- .* j. ‘4~?~ $-$ffIt’s be&-we  ‘got amy  from  b&g &

-
’

Jaipershad told him .that’ if the-‘&e ,w&e*  .%rgd$ms  ::o$cash-‘to  .busines&,*’  said
. add& b &-&y’s zone, &e only admbge’b  * ,inw&,: ~~~LzA  h-y>.. ,<~*k.S  ,:+sf#$~,~;~  ,. : *% 11.  :.. -
: a’ ma&a&&r  moving into  &e bd&g ‘$-*D~&~s!‘&~‘~  tS;e :bfl ‘%?.b’.f&e.  i&u
. would be if the company hired as more than . . stages and must go through apubliehearing

50 percent of its workforce those who live.  i+ b@fore~beingput  to avote. 1:s’.
._ side the zone. -. ‘, - cijlapietro said the bill is&&i to the de
* (#ma  they @ljfy.f&  a c&& &bd,** offi$plantfi  ‘-+“.R  :r -

-I= said Hamzy. He said Jaipershad  told him that e~ “It’llhelp whoever;takes  over that build-
no company  in the state is taking .advantage  : in&‘.?  &lap&o  said, :..‘ . ~ r.=. :.:. ia: .: : . ‘.

. . . ., id. *’ . . ,Q& ;.;--. .:;,- . :. . . -. :.. . ;‘. :.. .__.  . .-,. _ _ 2. rc. ; ; ’ -

e ;;:: qever coerced her or tried to get
h : hertmhzr:-  ‘--r :estimr,y.

5. Police. sources said Otero’s
y ._ family met with Mayor Prank
I Nicastro  Wednesday and told him
i thaii.  otero was innocent and that
p policelmowit.
. . I ;Otero’s  first trial on accessory

t
:’ 3 . .

f
i

, ti.
t

to murder charges ended in a
mistrial liw ,d titer the ;- ,,
was- unable to reach a verdict
after days of deliberation. The
jury ,at his second trial took just
over two hours to convict him.

P-6LiCE  CASES
W Randy Abaire  arid Bernadette
Almire,.both 31, of 25 cordon  .c+
.were  iUrged.  with,.breach  of

Z -?+a* f&owing  an argument at
1 : theirhome Tuesday, police said!
. . Bernadette Abaire allegedly

‘**’ threiw’a  wooden bii cage ladder ‘-
‘at her husband during-the fight
anchtruckbiminthearmwith
it, police said. She was initially

t charged with second-degree
assault but prose&ors  dropped
the charge at the couple’s ar-
raignment Wednesday.
n Robin Acker,  29, of 275  Todd

.Hollow  Road, Plymouth, was
charged Wednesday with issuing
a bad check and fourthdv

n David Bcauleu, n, of -Pall
River. Mass., was charged  we+
nesday  with breach of peace and
thirddegree assault.
W kann Now& 33, of Avon,
was charged Wednesday with is-
suing a bad check.

By IAMESQ’K~ . esaiped  with only minor inju-

Bristol Press
. :’ -L. - r i e s ,  t h e i r .  3-month  o l d

_ Pomeranian puppy- named
BRISTOL - As firein- ’ fPommy”  perished in the fire.

VeS Residents of two upstairs
the apartments weren’t home-- t
;rre that left 10 residents

nmslnee nm* rtc tha #nqfiim
C - - - ;- _.

@k,kren’t  home, eithe~.~
6i family got at -safelyThen : A neightior awakened by the
the fire ravaged  their fit- sound of firetrucks said flames

ran outside; we &Ii&. that

when they fled
- .

“;R&t.
back the smoke-filled
apartment to rescue her
grandsan.

“1 couldn’t see because the
s&ke  was  so thick but I could move into a new apartment in

apartmtitwhile  playing with a
cha!wallighter’butFireMar-
shaIDe&PierisaidTuesday
that tie- blaze, ia still under in-

__--- .._ -- .
hear him in. .his bedroom,‘?

to the bedroom and not him
out.”

Although the
‘apartment.-  times since

_. the fire.: : :- . ’ I .,_a . ...“;  , ,Ii. : .I
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4.

Lb Sample Flag
*

kl Product Name
JI’HOLSTERY
i. Complete for Import Samples

Port of Entry:
Country of Origin:
Entry No. and Date:
Custom8 Contact:

IO. Sample Cost
$0.00

IX Manufacturerllmporter  #

‘ - -  - -

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
SAMPLE COLLECTiON  REPORT

2. Date Collected 3. Sample Type and Number: 96-800-1620
36196 l Physical 0 Documentary

4b Model 4c NElSS 5. Assignment Number
NONE 0680 96022OCNE5072

7. MIS

32626
8oHours z 3

Sa Home RO Sb Collecting RO -
FOER FOER

11. Invoice Value of Lot 12. Size of Lot Units
$0.00 0

14. Ship,per/Foreign  Manufacturer 15. DealerIlmport  Broker#
FIRE MARSkiAL PIERI

-. BRISTOL FIRE DEPT.
181 N. MAIN ST., BRISTOL,

i. Supporting documents attached:
Invoice No. and Date: N/A
Shipping Record and Date:
Affidavit Signer’s name, title and date: NWF

!, Product Identification:

Date Shipped:

Sample is a small remnant of a sofa bed involved in a fire. The
fabric is blue, and has batting attached to it.

3. Reason for collection/analysis needed: 0 FHSA 0 CPSA @ FFA 0 PPPA 0 R S A
sofa was involved in open flame ignition fire

il. Summary of Field Screening:
none

i. Sample size/Method of Collection:
The remnant was mailed to FOER by the fire dept. where it was
identified as per 21 and placed in a jiffy bag for mailing.
guideline instructions, no seal was attached..

As per

21. Identification on sample: 22. Identification on seal and date:
;96-8004620 BJK 3/6/96 ” ‘96-800-1620  Beverly J. Kohen
23a Sample delivered to: 23b Date 24. Report/Record Sent to:
IJS MAIL 3/7/96 FOER

k. Laboratory/Office: LSHL,, LSEL CRM,- CCA - Other ES

26. Remarks: .
none

.

27. Related Samples: nOne

28a Collector’s name/title: 28b Collector’s signature/date:
Beverly J. Kohen Investigator
i9a Reviewer’s name/title:
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r CASE NUMBER 2. INVESTIGATOR’S ID 3. OFFICE CODE
. 960227HCC7057 8 9 7 8 8 0 0 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
4. INCIDENT DATE YR MO DAY 5. DATE ID1 INKlATED YR M O  D A Y 7 INVESTIGATION

9 6 0 1 2 0 9 6 0 3 0 4 REPORT.
8. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

This investigation involved a residential Gre reportedly started by a child playing with a cigarette lighter. Five
children, ages 2 years to 9 years, were alone in the residence. The five year old male child accidentally se%  tk
couch in the living room area on fire. There were  no injuries.

. 1

7. LOCATION 8. CITY 0. STATE
Home 10 Wilmington North Carolina N C

1OA. FIRST PRODUCT ’ ¶A. TIUD-RAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
Unlr

Cigarette Lighter 1 6 0 4 .

1OB. SECOND PRODUCT 1lB. TRAD-RAND  NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS

Upholstered SoEd 0 6 7 9 UIlk

f2. AGE OF WCllM 13. SEX 14. DlSPOSl77ON 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
999 9 ~No Injury 0 N o  Injuxy  7 0

lb. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) 18. INVESTIGATION TYPE 10. nME SPENT
No Injury 9 9 Fire Officials 3 Telephone 2 10

20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 22. REVIEWED BY
FireReport  2 Newspaper OS 83W fP .:" :;

?3. PERMlSSlO~SCLOSE NAMEs(NON-NElSS  CASES ONLy3

CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME - CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME X

24. NARRATIM (‘See lnstructlons on Pep 2) 25. REGIONAL DIRECTOR REV7EW DAZE

+tFyz

. .

.

(USE ADDJnONAL  SHEETS IF NECESSAR)I)
mc* PA- .,A 1-A ,I- .:--A .-Y-.#.A--l-A a --.. ,L ---...*-A- - .*- . . * . . . - . . -*A-*r3b AUK  NV.  IUZ (nevlaea  tumJflmaprea ror wr mr wmaows ih tip Lnser)et  Ill mnter lo/W)



960227Ecc7057

NOTE: This investigation involved a residential fire reportedly
started by a 5 year old child playing with a cigarette
lighter. There were no injuries. Information in this
report was provided by investigating fire and police
officials. The occupants have relocated to Tennessee
with no forwarding address or telephone number.

PRE-ACCIDENT

On January 20, 1996, at around LOO p.m., five children were
present in the residence.
bedroom, brick,

The residence is described as a three

apartment complex.
two-story apartment unit in a multi-family

and four males;
The children included a nine year old female,

ages seven years, five years, three years and two
years. The parents of the children had left them alone in the
residence while they ran some errands.
about an hour.

The children were alone for
The children were downstairs in the living room

area of the apartment at the time of the incident.

According to fire officials,
was clear, cool, and calm.

the weather on the day of the incident

ACCIDENT

Reportedly,
lighter,

the five year old male was playing with a cigarette
and accidently set the sofa on fire.

POST ACCIDENT

Investigating fire officials report the five children left the
apartment,
minutes.

but did not tell anyone about the fire for a few
They went to a neighbor's apartment,- and the neighbor

called 911 at around 1:lO p.m.
the apartment complex,

The fire department is located near
but when they arrived they found the living

room area thoroughly consumed.
the fire,

The fire department extinguished
but the two-story apartment was extensively burned.

The couch was destroyed in the incident, and was described by fire
officials as fabric-covered with wooden armrests. Fire officials
conducted a search for the cigarette lighter but were unable to '
locate it, and do not know if it was child-resistant.

Although the fire report indicates no smoke detector was present
the fire investigator reported there was a wiredyin smoke detectok
present in the apartment. It is unknown whether it sounded.

Investigating police officials were contacted, but could not
provide additional information about the products or the incident.
The fire was not suspicious, and was ruled accidental in nature,
started by a child playing with a cigarette lighter.
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D LT 876,ooo 0 816,000 - $34,888 0 $36,000 +
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/$x, &,c tWQ ildco

p// 72 &z/zq?)& l *
ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM

Document Number 9A

Date of Incident 01/21/96 Category l.D BUNN251995

F o l l o w - U p  R e q u e s t e d Hazard AnaiysDs  XS e c t i o n  1 5

Type Follow-Up Requested Telephone Call XO n - S i t e

Headquarters Contact Kimberlv I ona (301) 504 -0470 Fxt 1269
Backup l - Linda Smith (301) 5@4-0470  Ext. 1275

Assignment Message

Conduct a investigation of this case where a child playing with cigarette lighter ignited a
couch. Find out what part of the furniture ignited (if possible). If second hand furniture,

. find out how long in possession. If furniture still available, collect sample, following
page 9 of guideline for sample collection.

Describe incident scenario; photograplh  and identify manufacturer, model number and
brand name of all products involved. .

.

Please obtain fire incident report, medical insurance. and any
other report of incident.

..Complete data Record Sheet In gu ideline,
y . .4 2’P d

.
*

.

Person(s) to Contact Wlliminaton.  NC Fire Department

Guideiine Number 19 -UDholstered  Furniture Fires

Task Number

Date

. .

CPSC Form 324 (2/90)
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.

A Wilm:ihon  ‘family was left * . : . .
homeless Saturday after a fire gut f i
ted their Hanover Garden apart- . . ? i -.
merit. . . . :

a r r i v e d  am 1’ i i
around 1% p.m. : 0

to find heavy smoke and flames
;
i

pouring out of the apartment, said : A
Capt W.R. Glenn, with the Wil- i
mington Fire Department. Five
children, who were inside, were ’ i
able to escape without injury. ’ .* !
Their wents had left them alone . 1
for a few minutes, he said. ; .

I . . .--The  blaze caused abotit  $36,000 - .
to three apartments and started

I .

when one;- children acciden- ‘: /

.,
f.3’

#

walls and caused smoke damage to
two other units. The Red Cross -*
was working to find the family a ‘1:;
ternprary  home Saturday after- :f . .
noon. -. . : i

_-
. __..ee---e --


